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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Final Office Action dated August 30, 2002, please amend 
the above-referenced application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 
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Please replace the text of cl aims 1 and 20 with the following text: 

1. \ (Three Times Amended) A clinical chemistry system comprising: 



^\ a storkig station that receives and stores a plurality of primary sample tubes; 

a sampling station including a sample probe that draws a volume of sample 
from a primary sample tube and transfers the volume to a secondary tube; 

a carriagfe mechanism, comprising a gripper that grips one of the plurality of 
primary sample\tubes, lifts it, and transports the primary sample tube to the 
sampling station and returns the primary sample tube from the sampling station to 
the storing station;* 

a first and a second secondary tube transfer station, respectively, for coupling 
to first and second analyzers, the first and second sample tube transfer stations 



